Statement of the Board of Directors of the Midwest Renewable Energy Association Concerning Proposed rulemaking by the Wisconsin Department of Commerce regarding Act 63. 

12/17/08
The Midwest Renewable Energy Association (MREA) is a 501 (c) 3 non profit based in Wisconsin with over 3000 members including 320 business members.  The MREA is a recognized national leader in educating professionals to become certified installers of renewable energy systems.  The renewable energy systems include solar electric systems, wind turbines and solar water heating systems.  

The MREA is certified by the Institute for Sustainable Power (ISP) to train professionals to become certified by the North American Board of Certified Energy Practitioners (NABCEP).  NABCEP is the only nationally recognized certification for solar energy system installers.  Since 1990 the MREA has trained hundreds of installers (including many master electricians and plumbers). 

The Midwest Renewable Energy Association (MREA) would like to point out that it is in the best interests of the people of Wisconsin for the Department of Commerce to take steps to ensure that renewable energy systems that generate electricity:
1. are installed in a safe and reliable manner; 

2. are properly & efficiently configured to maximize energy production, and equipment lifespan;

3. are not unduly burdened with unnecessary labor and installation costs.
Our experience has shown that in order to be safe and effective, installations must be completed by qualified personnel who have received advanced training in the applicable renewable energy technology.  The vast majority of electricians have not received this specialized training, and so their status as an electrician does not automatically qualify them to safely & effectively install these systems. 

While we are glad that Act 63 addresses safety concerns arising from faulty electrical installations, we would like to point out to the Department that solar electric and small wind systems have been safely & effectively installed by MREA trained renewable energy professionals for nearly 2 decades (and solar electric formally under NABCEP since 2003).  

Based on the collective experience of the solar professionals at the MREA, the best way to ensure the safety of Wisconsin’s citizens (with respect to solar electric systems) would be for the Department of Commerce to require that all solar electric systems be installed by NABCEP certified installers or persons who are legitimately in the final stages of NABCEP certification as recognized by the Wisconsin Focus On Energy program. We believe that requirements of Act 63 can be fulfilled by having a licensed electrician make the final connection to the AC power system.

Our many years of experience have shown that the Department could allow NABCEP certification to suffice for the installation and connection of solar electric systems without any compromise to the safety of the people of Wisconsin, if Act 63 allowed such leeway.  

Installation of safe and reliable small wind power systems (up to 100 kW), also requires a very specialized set of skills that are not taught to electricians.  Unfortunately, NAPCEP certification does not yet exist for the installers of small scale wind systems, although it is likely that a certification system will be in place by 2010.  When this certification standard is available, Department of Commerce adoption of this standard will be the best route to ensuring safely installed small wind systems.  Presently, utility-scale wind systems usually are installed in custom engineered systems by licensed electricians, but utility-owned systems are already exempt from Act 63.  

