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Walker Proposal Would Torpedo $1.8 Billion in New Wind Power Investments
The window on new wind power developments is likely to slammed completely shut by the end of 2011 under a proposal released by Governor Scott Walker, according to RENEW Wisconsin, a statewide renewable energy advocacy organization.

“As part of a larger proposal ostensibly to create jobs, Governor Walker unveiled new restrictions on wind energy development that, if adopted by the Legislature, would drive development activity worth $1.8 billion out of state,” said Michael Vickerman, executive director of RENEW Wisconsin. 

Governor Walker’s proposal would mandate minimum setbacks of 1,800 feet between a wind turbine and the nearest property line, a dramatic increase from the setback distance of 1,250 feet from a neighboring residence approved by the Public Service Commission in a rule that would otherwise take effect on March 1.

“There are very few locations in the entire Badger State that are windy and large enough, and located near transmission lines, to overcome such extreme constraints,” said Vickerman.
This setback requirement, which would be more stringent than any other statewide regulation in the nation, would also apply to permitted projects that have not begun construction, such as the two-turbine project in a Village of Cashton industrial park that was ready to begin construction this spring.  A 99-megawatt project near Darlington in Lafayette County would also be blocked, said Vickerman.  [For additional threatened projects see attached table.]
“Because construction has commenced, We Energies’ 90-turbine Glacier Hills Wind Park in Columbia County will avoid these extreme restrictions,” said Vickerman.  “Adoption of Walker’s proposal will draw the curtain on projects that would follow Glacier Hills, which will be able to power up to 45,000 homes.”
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The economic benefits from the $400 million Glacier Hills project are substantial.  The Boldt Company (Appleton), Michels Corporation (Brownsville), and Edgerton Contractors, Inc. (Oak Creek) joined into an alliance to undertake the construction project.  Tower Tech (Manitowoc) will supply the towers for the turbines.  Payment to local governments hosting the project will amount to $648,000 a year for the life of the project.
All of the projects threatened by the proposal would also create 2 million job-hours of construction-related employment.

“Unless the Legislature recognizes the folly of Governor Walker’s job-killing proposal, Wisconsin citizens will be denied similar economic benefits from other wind energy projects,” Vickerman said. 
-- END --

RENEW Wisconsin is an independent, nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization that acts as a catalyst to advance a sustainable energy future through public policy and private sector initiatives.  More information on RENEW’s Web site at www.renewwisconsin.org.   
Wisconsin Windpower Projects on the Brink of Extinction*

 (as of January 13, 2011)
	Town (County)
	Developer
	MW
	Permitted?
	Name

	Village of Cashton** (Monroe)
	CROPP/ Western Technical College/

Gundersen Lutheran
	5
	Yes
	Cashton Greens

	Seymour (Lafayette)
	Horizon Wind Energy
	98-99
	Yes
	Quilt Block

	Forest (St. Croix)
	Emerging Energies
	97.5
	Yes
	Highland Wind

	Randolph (Columbia)
	E-Wind
	30
	Yes
	E-Wind

	Springfield (Dane)
	Wave Wind
	10
	Yes
	EcoDane

	Mishicot (Manitowoc)
	Emerging Energies
	17.5
	No
	Beautiful Hill

	Ridgeville, Wilton, Wells, Jefferson, Sheldon (Monroe)
	Invenergy, LLC
	75
	In litigation
	Summit Ridge 

	Chilton & Rantoul (Calumet)
	Acciona Energy
	<100
	No
	Ecomet 

	Hazel Green, Smelser, Paris (Grant)
	Wind Capital Group
	<100
	Blocked by moratorium in Smelser
	White Oak 

	Stockbridge/

Brothertown (Calumet)
	Midwest Wind Energy
	<100
	No
	Stony Brook 

	Carlton (Kewaunee)

Mishicot, Two Creeks, Two Rivers (Manitowoc)
	Element Power
	>100
	No, requires CPCN
	Tisch Mills


*The projects listed in this table are proposed wind generation projects that would be subject to LRB-0929/1 if adopted by the Wisconsin Legislature. This proposal applies both to projects that have not received a permit and approved projects that have not yet started construction. None of these projects could comply with the setback standards and the real estate industry requirements contained in this proposal.  

** Anticipated groundbreaking in 2011.

Total capacity: approximately 725 MW

Total investment value: $1.8 billion

Aggregate construction-related employment impacts: 2,000,000 job-hours
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