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Are there any solar farms operating in . .
Wisconsin today? Why is solar energy being pursued as a

source of grid power?
Yes. There are more than 20 solar farms in : : :
Wisconsin that are presently generating The mqst |mportar.1t.dr|ver behind the growth
electricity for utility use. Many of these are in of solar is the declining cost of solar power
the range of 1-2 megawatts of solar capacity. technology and installation. The cost to install
A one megawatt solar farm produces enough solar has declined 75% or more in the last
electricity annually to offset the needs of about decade. The cost of new large-scale solar

190 average Wisconsin homes. generation has dropped to the point where it is
cost-competitive today with traditional coal and

natural gas power plants.

FOR MORE QUESTIONS, ANSWERS, AND DETAILS, VISIT WWW.RENEWWISCONSIN.ORG/SOLARFARMS
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Can hosting solar panels help agricultural
land?

Yes. The land that supports solar arrays can be
revegetated with a range of low-lying, deep-
rooted plants, grasses, and flowers that can
rebuild the soil. In addition, these plantings can
support honey bees, butterflies, hummingbirds,
and other pollinators whose populations are
facing threats.
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How do solar farms benefit landowners?

Solar farms are often placed on privately owned
land. Participating landowners voluntarily lease
their land to host all or a portion of a solar farm
and receive annual lease payments in return.
The participating landowners find that the long-
term lease payments are financially attractive,
often because they can help supplement farm
income and provide a hedge against changing
commodity prices for corn, soybeans, and dairy.

Participating landowners bear no construction
or operating expenses for the solar arrays. The
project will be decommissioned and the land
will be restored at the end of the solar farm'’s
useful life.
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