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Key Pillars of Deep Decarbonization

ENERGY EFFICIENCY RENEWABLE ENERGY ELECTRIFICATION



NRDC’s PATHWAY: How we get to 80x50
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CO2 Emissions Under 
Various Scenarios

How We Achieve NRDC Core
Scenario Emissions Outcome 1. Energy Efficiency 

(40%)

2. Clean Electricity 

(32%)

3. Electrification (23%)

4. Decarbornized Fuels 

(10%)

• Grid modernization and 
expansion necessary to 
support renewables and 
electrification.



Costs are Modest; Benefits Far Outweigh Incremental Costs



Fig 2. Annual co-benefits per capita for 18 to 99 year-olds under moderately stringent, highly 
flexible carbon standards in 2020 (2010 USD).
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