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TIM McCOMISH
RENEWABLE ENERGY STORIES

Tim McComish in many ways is the epitome of 
a Wisconsin farmer. He’s friendly, smart, and 
practical. His farm sits on 2000 acres in Lafayette 

“Renewable energy is simple.”

County in the Township of Seymour, where he is 
also the Town Board Chairman. He has 250 dairy 
cows, grows crops, and now hosts a wind turbine 
that is part of the Quilt Block Wind Farm.

His great, great grandfather purchased the land in 
1848. Now, Tim, his sons, and his brother are farming 
the land. They are also shepherding in the next 
generation of farmers, his grandkids. The McComish 
Family Farm is a seven generation operation.

“What was the first thing that came 
to this landscape 150 years ago? Wind 
mills to pump water. They were all 
over the place. They were needed to 
get water. These [wind turbines] are 
needed to run all of our electricity. It is 
the same thing, just a bigger scale.”
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Given the McComish history with the land and his 
leadership in the town, hosting the Quilt Block Wind 
Farm was not a decision that Tim took lightly.

“I was concerned that they [wind 
turbines] would be overwhelming. But 
I thought it was a neat thing and the 
economy was kind of poor then. And 
then meanwhile, grain prices went up 
and so people were not that concerned 
about it. Now things are back to how 
they were and believe me, there are 
farmers out here that these turbines 
are helping. If they have several on their 
property, it is making a big difference. 
And being on the town board, it is great 
what it is doing for the township.”

While Tim only hosts one turbine, his property is right 
in the middle of the 49-turbine Quilt Block Wind Farm 
covering a 6 square miles radius. The turbines have 
become a part of his rural landscape.

“I’d say I only see the flicker half the 
time, and it depends where you are. 
Most people, if the sun is coming in 
that hard they’ll shut their shades and 
won’t see the flicker then. It is really not 
something to be concerned about. The 
planes that put fungicide on the crops 
just fly right around them. And as far 
as dead birds, I guarantee you’ll count 
more dead birds a mile down the road 
than under the turbines. It’s just a farce. 
Anyone who is concerned about noise, 
here we are carrying on a conversation.”

“What’s the difference between power lines, wind turbines 
and grain bins and silos? I mean if you live in the city you 
have skyscrapers. People think they are beautiful. And guess 
what? I think these are beautiful. These are my skyscrapers.”

 

-Tim McComish


