
 

 

June 29, 2021 

 
To: Members, Wisconsin Congressional Delegation 
From: Wisconsin Renewable Energy Business Leaders 
Re:     Support The American Jobs Plan 
 
Dear Wisconsin Congressional Delegation, 
 
We, the undersigned businesses, are leaders in Wisconsin's renewable energy economy. We 
write today urging you to pass the American Jobs Plan legislation, which will support economic 
investment in the renewable energy industry and workforce. Such legislation is needed to build 
on the momentum driving this rapidly growing market and create a more just, clean, and 
prosperous economy. 
 
While we are grateful for the immediate relief provided through the American Rescue Plan, 
there is still much work to be done. We expressly encourage you to advance ambitious clean 
energy investments needed for research and development, workforce training, and further 
growth of the renewable energy industry in Wisconsin. 
 
Our businesses represent some of the fastest-growing industries in Wisconsin. We are 
committed to advancing the clean energy economy, building family-sustaining jobs, and 
expanding economic opportunities for Wisconsinites. Wisconsin's cumulative solar capacity 
more than doubled in the past year and is anticipated to quintuple in the next 3-5 years. 
Wisconsin's clean energy workforce is 76,000 strong, and solar and advanced transportation 
jobs proved remarkably resilient even during the economic upheaval of 2020.   
 
A recent report from the Advanced Energy Economy demonstrates a five-fold return on 
stimulus funds spent on transportation electrification initiatives as part of President Biden’s 
American Jobs Plan. The report also finds that public investment in advanced transportation 
results in the creation of several million clean energy jobs, billions of dollars in tax revenue 
generation and cost-savings, and attracts direct private investments. 
 
This means that public investments for advanced transportation in Wisconsin could yield a five-
fold return while attracting additional private investments, create jobs, and provide a boost to 
Wisconsin’s economy. 
 
The American Jobs Plan will provide the substantial investments required to achieve President 
Biden's 100% clean energy goal by 2035. Significant workforce growth is needed to scale up 
clean energy. Renewable workforce development will help rebuild our economy while reducing 
pollution, tackling the climate crisis, and addressing energy inequity. The success or failure of 
America's clean energy workforce will be determined by the scale and ambition of investments 
made and actions taken by this Congress.  
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Recent data shows that an overwhelming bipartisan majority of voters in Wisconsin and 
throughout the Midwest support rebuilding our economy by investing in manufacturing and 
infrastructure. Further, Wisconsinites recognize that these investments provide a historic 
opportunity to build a cleaner, healthier, and more equitable economy that will bring good-
paying jobs into our communities. According to a survey of Republican, Democratic, and 
independent voters in Wisconsin, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia 
conducted by the BlueGreen Alliance, 72 percent of voters support increasing clean energy 
production and investing in innovative clean technologies. 
 
Now is the time to realize a bold agenda for the clean energy sector. Facing deep economic 
insecurity, polluted air and water, and climate disasters, millions of people across the country 
urgently need solutions as big as the crises we face. We stand ready to work with you to 
secure the comprehensive economic renewal that the American Jobs Plan can provide for our 
communities. 
 
We appreciate the leadership of the White House and Congress in delivering the American 
Rescue Plan two months ago, which has provided much-needed aid to communities still 
reeling from the COVID-19 pandemic. However, this down-payment in relief must be followed 
by bold and transformative investments in recovery. The American Jobs Plan creates a path 
for clean energy businesses to make these transformative investments. This is our moment to 
build a just, prosperous, clean economy and a livable planet for future generations. 
 
If you have any questions or would like to follow up on this issue please contact Jim Boullion, 
Director of Government Affairs, RENEW Wisconsin at jim@renewwisconsin.org or call at (608) 
695-7004. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

Ingrid Nahm 
Co-Owner 
Appleton Solar, LLC 
Appleton, Wisconsin 

 

William Bailey 
President 
Cheq Bay Renewables 
Bayfield, WI 

 

  
Ed Zinthefer 
President 
Arch Electric, Inc. 
Plymouth, Wisconsin 

 

Jessica Niekrasz 
President 
Clean Fuel Partners 
Madison, WI 

 

  
Stacie Reece 
Sustainability Program Coordinator 
City of Madison 
Madison, WI 

 

Melissa VanOrnum 
VP Marketing 
DVO, Inc. 
Chilton, WI 
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John Kivlin 
President 
Convergence Energy 
Lake Geneva, WI 

 

Alicia Leinberger 
Director of Projects 
Ethos Green Power Cooperative 
Viroqua, WI 

 

  
Russel Endries 
President 
Endries Solar & Electric LLC 
Sheboygan, WI 

 

Cory Bullis 
Senior Public Affairs Specialist – US 
FLO 
Los Angeles, CA 

 

  
Don Wichert  
Owner 
Eudai Energy, LLC 
Madison, Wisconsin  

 

Jason MacDuff 
Vice President  
Greenpenny Bank  
Decorah, IA 

 

  
Steve Mitchler 
Account Manager 
Gross Automation 
Brookfield, WI 

 

Kristopher Schmid 
Founder & Owner 
Legacy Solar, LLC 
Luck, Wisconsin 

 

  
Joshua Stolzenburg 
CEO 
North Wind Renewable Energy Cooperative 
Amherst, WI 

 

Robert Peck 
Sales 
Northwind Solar 
Amherst, WI 

 

  
James Kerbel 
Owner 
Photovoltaic Systems, LLC 
Amherst, WI 

 

Scott Robinson 
Owner & Vice President 
Solar Chippewa Valley 
Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin 

 

  
Harry Benson 
Director of Business Development 
Standard Solar 
Rockville, Maryland 

 

Chad Sorenson 
President 
SunPeak 
Madison, WI 

 

  
Sam Breidenbach 
Owner 
Third Lake Consulting  
Madison, Wisconsin 

 

Lisa Kahlow 
Owner 
All Sky Energy, LLC 
Baraboo, WI 
 
 
 

 

 


